
 

 

 
 

Dear Walmsley Society Colleague 

                                     THE WALMSLEY ARCHIVE 

At the  recent Walmsley Society Committee meeting held in The Victoria Hotel, Robin Hood’s Bay on 

18th May 2014 a decision was taken to begin the process of attempting to build up an archive 

catalogue of materials relevant to the lives and work of both Ulric and Leo Walmsley. It was agreed 

that initially we needed to find out what exists, who owns or possesses the materials, and where, 

and under what conditions, items are stored.  

We have long been aware of a burgeoning amount of material which is in the hands of a widely 

dispersed set of enthusiasts but we do not know who has got what and we are now attempting to do 

something before the issue gets out of hand! 

As a responsible and expanding Society, we wish to safeguard all aspects of the Walmsley heritage 

so that others may benefit in the future. It is important therefore, that we have reliable and 

comprehensive information about any materials bearing on the lives and work of both Ulric and Leo 

Walmsley. This will include information about the wider Walmsley family as well as friends and 

acquaintances of the Walmsleys. Anything which might offer knowledge about the Walmsleys is 

likely to be relevant, such as 

 books signed or endorsed by Ulric or Leo as evidence that a book has been through their 

hands at some point (any type of book, fiction or non-fiction) 

 collectable copies of Leo’s books such as First Editions or those that are now rare 

 letters 

 artefacts such as items once owned by the Walmsley family, and verified as such; or items 

that might illustrate an aspect of Walmsley achievement such as a collapsible lobster pot.  

 notes 

 manuscripts 

 photographs 

 paintings or sketches 

 published or unpublished writings making reference to the Walmsleys such as press 

clippings or diary entries 

 work done on the Walmsleys by any interested person such as research or notes of any 

“digging or delving”  intended to cast light on some aspect of Walmsley life or work. 

We therefore now ask that you begin the process of itemising carefully anything that you may have 

in your possession. Please provide as much information about an item or group of items as you can. 

However, where a great amount of material is in your possession you may well be overwhelmed at 

the prospect of itemising everything! In this case, please do the best you can by trying to at least 

quantify what you have and describe the variety of it as fully as you are able! 



 

 

You may indeed have lists of items that you have personally compiled over the years. Should the 

task of transcribing these onto the sheets we have provided be too much, then please send us copies 

of your own lists but try to make everything as user-friendly as possible!  

We also need to have reliable information about you since, as the owner of the material, you have 

the power to determine what happens to it in the future. 

The next step is a little less straightforward.  It might be straightforward for the Society to keep track 

of material that remains in your family if we have appropriate names and addresses.  It is, however, 

a different matter keeping track of things that might be dispersed following your ownership. 

For this reason The Society would appreciate your telling us if you have any special or particular 

intentions regarding disposal of Walmsley materials and artefacts in the future.  Such information 

might or might not be relevant at this point in time but it could be in the future. We are clearly very 

keen not to lose track of important items and would ask that in disposing of Walmsley items to 

family members, to friends or to others, you pass information about the items’ whereabouts to The 

Society and inform new owners of the existence of The Walmsley Society and of the Society’s need 

to know where the materials are kept and in whose possession.   

The Society in turn will be taking steps to provide safe storage for Walmsley materials in our 

possession or which might in the future be bequeathed to us. 

We trust that this is not too complicated or needlessly bureaucratic,  but things that are prized and 

valued by you, and understood by you to be important, might not necessarily appeal to others in the 

same way, so it is vital that as few items as possible go adrift, now and in the future. 

What we ask you to do is to please complete as fully as possible the attached sheets and to return 

them to:  Duncan Reid, 34 King William Drive, Cheltenham, GL53 7RP. There is no particular 

deadline on this but we would ask that you do this as soon as may be convenient for you.  It would 

be appreciated very much if you could manage to complete the job (it will be more demanding for 

some than for most!) by the end of 2014. There is no need for ‘nil’ returns. Please contact Duncan at 

jdandgmreid@flannagill.freeserve.co.uk if you have any problems and/or suggestions. 

 

Warm regards and Happy Archiving! 

 

 

Keith Handley 

Acting Chairman 

Horsforth, Leeds. September  2014 
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TOP SHEET  

THE WALMSLEY ARCHIVE 

Name……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Email address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone numbers   (include local area 

code)………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

In the event that you might not be contactable (eg serious illness or death) please name the person 

or persons you would advise The Walmsley Society to contact concerning the archive items you 

currently possess: 

Name(s)…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address(es)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone number(s)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Do you have any plans for the onward distribution of Walmsley materials to family members, friends 

or others- if so, who? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Overleaf (or you can print off as many more copies as you need) please itemise all Walmsley 

materials in your possession.  Give as much detail as you can, for example if you have letters it would 

be helpful to provide the date of the letter and details of who wrote it, to whom it was sent and a 

rough idea of its length as well as (more briefly) its contents. If you think this level of detail is too 

much (and for people with a lot of items it might be), put down what you can but aim to be 

consistent. It might be possible in some cases to ‘batch’ groups of items such as letters or press 

clippings, especially if they occur in large numbers; however be careful to give a good idea of the 

range of content in these if you do this. 

Generally, use your common sense and try to consider what information would be most useful to a 

potential researcher. Dates are important with everything, if they can be provided, and ‘batching’ 

certain items might usefully be done by, say, month and year – failing any other easily identifiable 

categorisation - in order to reduce what might seem like an undifferentiated mass, to some sort of 

order .  

Following a trial run, we have provided a SAMPLE sheet which has been fictitiously compiled for your 

assistance. 



 

 

INFORMATION SHEET 

THE WALMSLEY ARCHIVE 

Compiler’s name------------------------------------- 

ITEM 
NUMBER 

DESCRIPTION  (Please give as much 
information as you can) 

CONDITION AND 
HOW/WHERE STORED 

  
 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


